Appendix 1.7


Interview Questions

The list below is compiled from responses to inquiries posed to study abroad advisors through an e-mail service of NAFSA: Association of International Educators.  The items on the list are representative of the types of questions that have been used by program leaders when interviewing potential participants.  


1.
What is your strongest personality trait?  Your weakest?


2.
How do you feel about living in someone else's home (country), abiding by their rules and adapting to their customs?


3.
Describe a difficult situation in which you have found yourself and what you actively did to get yourself out of it.


4.
If you have traveled before, was it alone, with family, with friends?  What did you gain from the experience?


5.
What have you read about the host country?  Where do you get your information about what's going on in the world?


6.
What are your expectations of this program (personal and academic)?  What do you expect to gain from the program?


7.
Describe a time in which you believed you had made an unfavorable first impression with someone and how you worked to move beyond that first impression.


8.
How do you react to the unexpected and unforeseen?


9.
How can you contribute to the group nature of this program?


10.
How would you take responsibility for a positive group impression?


11.
What percentage of the time do you expect to study?


12.
How do you handle delays, changes, and disappointments?


13.
What would you do if you were lost or stranded in a strange place?


14.
Do you think your personal values could ever be a problem in adjusting to another culture?


15.
What do you think is entailed in adjusting to another culture?


16.
Are you prepared to be a changed person?


17.
How would you deal with negative criticism of the U.S.?


18.
Are you prepared financially for the cost of this program?


19.
What qualities and experiences do you have that make you a good candidate for this program?


20.
What plans do you have for meeting people in the country you visit?


21.
How do you react when you're tired?  Can you adjust to sitting ten hours on a bus or train?


22.
To what degree are you dependent and independent?


23.
Tell me about your family.  What influences has your family had on you and your concept of yourself?  How do family  members feel about your possible participation in this program?


24.
What five words would you use to describe yourself?  If you could change one thing about yourself, what would it be?


25.
If you go abroad, what will you miss most?


26.
What courses have you taken to prepare you for this program?
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