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Vision
Foster excellence in the communication skills of developing scholars by 
providing advanced written and oral communication support that is grounded 
in scholarship of discourse studies, teaching, and learning.
Mission
• Enhance the professional development of ISU graduate student’ and post-

doctoral associates by creating opportunities for improving their 
disciplinary communication competence.

• Promote scholarly visibility and attainment of academic/career goals.
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Need
 Mastery of research genres (e.g., research article, proposals, conference abstracts, 

theses/dissertations) is critical for student academic success, but is a daunting task 
for graduate.  

 Little institutional support for graduate student learning regarding
• Understanding research writing conventions and disciplinary expectations.
• Writing effective research documents.

 Too little time with faculty for consulting/feedback on student writing.

 International and Native English speaking students often struggle with English 
fluency while learning the specialized language use in their disciplines.
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• Academic Communication Program 
• Peer Review Groups
• Graduate Peer Mentor Program
• International Teaching Assistants Program
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Academic Communication Program
….coordinates and implements opportunities for graduate students and postdoctoral 
associates to master the necessary communication skills as they move toward the 
attainment of their academic and career goals
http://cce.grad-college.iastate.edu/acp
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Academic Communication Program
The Research Writing Seminar Series

Part I - Beginning a Scientific Argument in your Introduction
Monday February 22 from 3:10-4:40pm in Food Science 2432

Part II - Writing the Literature Review
Wednesday February 24 from 3:10-4:40pm in Food Science 2432

Part III - Revealing your Methods
Monday February 29 from 3:10-4:40pm in Food Science 2432

Part IV - Unveiling Results
Wednesday March 2 from 3:10-4:40pm in Food Science 2432

Part V - Writing the Discussion/Conclusion
Monday March 7 from 3:10-4:40pm in Food Science 2432

Part VI - Revising with the Research Writing Tutor
Wednesday March 9 from 3:10-4:40pm in Food Science 2432

Center for Communication Excellence



Academic Communication Program

Workshops offered in response to 
requests from graduate student and 
postdoc groups, graduate program 
staff, faculty and departments.

Workshops in Fall 2015

Workshop Department/Course Date Presenter

The Literature Review as a Scientific Argument Human Development and Family Studies: 
501

9/28/15 Sarah Huffman

Research Writing Tutor Workshop English: 101D 10/4/15 Sarah Huffman

Research Writing Tutor Workshop Iowa State Univeristy Postdoctoral 
Association

10/20/15 Sarah Huffman

Research Writing Tutor Workshop Curriculum and Instruction: 615 10/28/15 Sarah Huffman

Transforming graduate writing pedagogy with 
corpus-based technology

Curriculum and Instruction: 615 11/4/15 Elena Cotos

How to Effectively Design a Research Poster Food Science Interdisciplinary Learning 
Community

11/9/15 Anna Prisacari



Academic Communication Program

Improving Writing Productivity

Dr. Kasthurirangan Gopalakrishnan, Professor of Civil Engineering and author of 
The Productive Academic Writer and Efficient Book Writing, will focus on 
techniques for improving writing productivity through topics like overcoming 
perfectionism and procrastination, managing time, and using accountability 
mechanisms. 
March 23rd from 2:10-3:10pm in Coover 1012. 
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Academic Communication Program

GRST 529: Preparing Publishable Thesis Chapters

Section 1: Reporting original research results within the norms for writing of a 
student's discipline. Emphasis on preparing thesis/dissertation chapters that 
will be both acceptable to the Graduate College and ready for submission to a 
refereed journal in the student's discipline. Focus on reporting student-
generated data, norms for discourse within disciplines, and how thesis 
chapters differ from journal manuscripts. Particularly helpful for students 
preparing a research article. 

Section 2: Focus on the writing conventions of research genres as well as on 
best practices of academic writing mentoring. Particularly helpful for students 
who intend to pursue an academic career. Students interested in becoming 
consultants in the new Graduate Peer Mentor Program are encouraged to 
enroll in Section 2 and receive the training needed for such a position.
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Academic Communication Program
Online Resource Database
http://comm.grad-college.iastate.edu/cce/resources-database/

Research Writing Tutor (software)
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Peer Writing Groups
…offer students the opportunity to cultivate a supportive professional scholarly 
community while investing in the process of critical and constructive peer review.
http://cce.grad-college.iastate.edu/gpwg
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Peer Writing Groups
Quotes from Our Members

"Presenting work to graduate students outside of my subject area helped me find 
places in my writing where I was assuming too much about what the reader would 
know. I think feedback like this is extremely helpful in converting my writing from the 
kinds of things I would say to another member of my lab to the kinds of things that 
communicate my ideas clearly to a larger audience."- Allison, Chemistry Department

"PRG is a good opportunity for all kinds of students to prepare themselves for writing 
an academic paper, share helpful comments and operate feedback."- Davood,  
Industrial Engineering, Industrial and Manufacturing Systems Engineering Department

"A great way to gain critical feedback on your work and to learn how to give 
constructive feedback to others" - Michael, Chemical Engineering, Chemical & 
Biological Engineering Department

"PRGs made research writing much less intimidating for me."- Mat, Wind Energy 
Science, Engineering, and Policy, Electrical and Computer Engineering Department
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Peer Writing Groups
WESEP/ECpE peer writing group

• first meeting will be Tuesday Feb. 2nd at 2:30 in Coover 2205
• regular meetings Tuesdays 2:30-4pm in Coover 2205

Kelly Cunningham – former group facilitator  

Aaron Bertram – current group facilitator

Insights/Feedback from Mat Wymore, PWG member

Center for Communication Excellence

Aaron, PhD student in Mechanical Engineering
Interests/Specializations: Computational Fluid Dynamics; 
Heat Transfer; Thermal Engineering; CFD Simulation



Disciplinary Writing 
Consultants (DWCs)

Individual consultations on 
disciplinary writing

Peer review communities of 
practice

Disciplinary research writing 
workshops

Disciplinary research & 
writing resources

Interdisciplinary Writing 
Consultants (IWCs)

Individual consultations on 
genre writing

English Writing 
Consultants (EWCs)

Individual consultations on 
writing in English

Workshops on writing in 
English

Graduate
Peer Mentors

Graduate Peer Mentor Program
... individualized support for 
research communication from 
qualified peer graduate students, 
tailoring consulting to each 
discipline’s expectations.
http://cce.grad-
college.iastate.edu/gpmp
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GPMs (D/I/E Writing Consultants)
• All highly qualified
• Selected by nomination / application
• Semester-long training and supervised practice
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Benefits to Graduate Students
 Individual feedback from a peer mentor who is familiar with 

subject matter and with communication expectations in their 
community of scholars.

 Opportunities to enhance understanding of formal conventions 
or requirements of research and scholarly communication from 
personalized one-on-one consultations.

 Opportunities to assess and practice scholarly communication 
conventions in discipline-specific peer review groups.

 Enhanced communication with and more effective guidance 
from advising faculty, given time constraints.

 Greater possibilities for publishing and visibility as scholars.
 Enhanced potential to meet graduate review requirements. 
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Benefits to Faculty / Graduate Programs 
/ Departments

 Less time spent editing students’ papers, and more focus on 
mentoring and responding to content. May refer students to DWCs to 
follow up on ways to implement advice.

 Influence the types of topics and communication expectations DWCs 
incorporate while mentoring graduate students.

 Presentation opportunities to impart knowledge of the research 
and/or writing process to groups of graduate students.

 Improved visibility from graduate students’ publishing.
 Improved recruitment, retention, and graduation rates with research-

based professional development support.
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Common Questions
How do I make an appointment?

Who do I make an appointment with?

What types of papers GPMs can help with?

Iowa State University

Center for Communication Excellence

Go to: http://dwcisu.appointy.com/
Click on a writing consultation and consultant
Sign up for an available time with a created username 

An Interdisciplinary Writing Consultant or an English Writing 
Consultant

Research articles, theses/dissertations, conference proceedings, 
conference presentations, job application materials 

http://dwcisu.appointy.com/


Establish knowledge territory 

Identify a niche 

Address the niche with 
reported study

what's this
about?

why should 
I bother?

what will 
I learn?

Introduction
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Introduction
Addressing a niche 
strategies 
 Introducing research 

descriptively and/or

 Announcing research 
purposefully and/or

 Presenting research 
questions and/or

 Presenting research 
hypotheses and/or

 Summarizing Methods 
and/or

 Stating the value of the 
paper and/or

 Clarifying definitions 
and/or

 Outlining structure of 
paper
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Observe and understand conventions in disciplinary writing

• How is Move # distributed in the Introduction section? 
• Do all the three steps appear in Move #? If yes, in what order? 
• Do you think the order in the occurrence of the steps in Move # matters? Why? 
• Which step in Move # is the most extensive? 
• Is there any overlap among steps? That is, are there sentences that represent 

more than one step in Move #? 
• What are the overlapping steps and why do you think they are integrated in one 

sentence?
• Are there any steps that are not used or very rare in your field? Why do you think 

they are not typical of your discipline?

(example: Methods section) 

Research Writing Tutor



Observe and understand language use in disciplinary writing

(example: “Rationalizing Experimental Decisions” Methods section) 

Research Writing Tutor



Research Writing Tutor
Apply and assess disciplinary conventions in own writing



 Feedback writing strategies
 section-level
 discipline-specific

Research Writing Tutor
Apply and assess disciplinary conventions in own writing



 Feedback on writing strategies: 
sentence-level

Apply and assess disciplinary conventions in own writing

Research Writing Tutor



Contact us

Elena Cotos (ecotos@iastate.edu)
Sarah Huffman (shuffman@iastate.edu)

Graduate College
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